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owl	 in	Australia	 in	 terms	of	 its	diet	 (debus	et al.	 2004).	 In	Victoria,	 previous	
studies	of	its	diet	have	been	undertaken	at	Werribee	(Morton	1975;	Baker-gabb	
1984,	1985)	and	Snake	Island	(McNabb	et al.	2005).	No	dietary	studies	have	been	
undertaken	 for	 this	 species	 in	northern	Victoria,	although	hutton	&	Brickhill	
(1985)	analysed	the	Owl’s	diet	in	the	New	South	Wales	Riverina.	Bennett	et al.	
(1998)	 considered	 the	eastern	Barn	Owl	widespread	but	 uncommon	on	 the	
Victorian	Northern	Plains;	however,	 it	 is	 regularly	recorded	around	the	Patho	
Plains	(M.	Antos	pers.	comm.;	d.	Marshall	pers.	obs.).
Study area and methods
Four	pellets	characteristic	of	the	eastern	Barn	Owl	(by	their	size	and	‘glazed’	coating)	
were	collected	 late	 in	February	2007	at	 the	hollow	base	of	a	 single	 large	old	grey	Box	
Eucalyptus microcarpa	within	a	previously	cropped	paddock	of	Northern	Plains	grassland	






The	 four	pellets	 contained	 the	 remains	of	 48	prey	 individuals,	 comprising	








































Prey individuals in Eastern Barn Owl pellets at Terrick Terrick, northern Victoria.
 Pellet no. Size (mm)  No. prey individuals
   House Mouse Australian Plague Locust Fat-tailed Dunnart
	 1	 40	×	32	 6	 0	 0
	 2	 45	×	25	 1	 12	 0
	 3	 55	×	26	 1	 22	 0
	 4	 36	×	26	 1	 4	 1














on	 the	Northern	Plains	also	has	potential	 implications	 for	management.	Barn	
Owl	deaths	have	been	attributed	 to	 secondary	poisoning	 from	the	 spraying	of	
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